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1. Grey literature

What?

• “The term Grey Literature is used to refer to unconventional documents (York, 1978) which are usually not 
available through traditional channels.” (CNR)

• “Examples of grey (gray) literature include technical or research reports, doctoral dissertations, some 
conference papers, some official publications, and other types of grey literature.” (opengrey.eu) 

• “ … is material and research produced by organizations outside of the traditional commercial or academic 
publishing and distribution …. Grey literature may be difficult to discover, access and evaluate” (Wikipedia)

• “Basic information such as author, publication date or publishing body may be missing.” (University of 
Glasgow)

Lack of discoverability 
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1a. Some problems

Which?

• Important resources can be grey

• A PDF on a website is not ideal to be discovered 

• Lacking metadata

• Link rot 

• Lack of awareness that implementing some basic technical standards can help

• Lack of resources to implement/maintain standards

https://doi.org/10.26069/greynet-2026-000.932-gn



Dr. Xenia van Edig (TIB Open Publishing), Why publishing matters, Global Forum for Publishers in Grey Literature 2026

3. Improving discoverability 

How?

• Copyright and license information to facilitate reuse 

• Metadata

• Interoperability 

• Standard protocols 

• Interfaces 

• Use of persistent identifiers (e.g. DOI) 

• Dedicated URLs 

• Linking to other materials 

• Long-term archiving

• The content should stay available also if a website disappears

• Use of publishing systems like Open Journal Systems (OJS) helps to solve many of these issues 
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4. TIB Open Publishing

Why?

• Contribution to TIB’s efforts towards the open access transformation

• Conference publications important in TIB subject areas, but often “grey” literature 

• Library-based offer for conference proceedings organizers and journal editors

• Service close to science 

• Contributing to the development of the free software Open Journal Systems (OJS)

• TIB is a major development partner of the Public Knowledge Project (PKP)
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4. TIB Open Publishing

What?

• Library-based diamond open access publisher for journals and proceedings series 

• 13 proceedings series | Open Conference Proceedings for single proceedings volumes 

• 6 journals 

• Open to all disciplines and institutions 

• Use of Open Journal Systems (OJS)

• Free and Open Source Software (FOSS)

• Support of complete publication workflow

• Aligned with current standards (e.g. OASPA, DOAJ, COPE)

• Authors retain their rights

• Distribution under CC BY

• PIDs (ISSN (online), DOI, ORCID, ROR) + rich metadata (e.g. funders, open abstracts/references)

• Long-term archiving 
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4a.The conference „problem“

• Post-event loss of information

• Use of generic URLs, e.g. https://www.agrivoltaics-conference.org/ for subsequent conferences 

• Content of previous events might disappear 

• Disappearance of entire websites → 404 

• Complete loss of information about an event

• Our current solution

• Work together with conference organizers

• Trying to keep most relevant information alive

• E.g. https://www.agrivoltaics-conference.org/history-and-past-conferences
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4b. Rich metadata at TIB Open Publishing 
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4c. Use of PIDs at TIB Open Publishing 
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4d. Discoverability of content published with TIB Open 
Publishing 
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Creative Commons Namensnennung 3.0 Deutschland 
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/de

Questions?

Further information and contact:

https://www.tib-op.org/
xenia.van.edig@tib.eu
openpublishing@tib.eu
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