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The FAO AdriaMed Programme has been active since 1999 and involves Albania, Bosnia and " Conference proceedings

Herzegovina, Croatia, Italy, Montenegro, and Slovenia. The objectives of the Programme include the Dissertations

provision of technical assistance to participating countries for the sustainable development of @® Reports

aquaculture and fishing activities considering the interests of the local fishing and farming
communities, the protection of the aquatic environment and the enhancement of positive
interaction between fisheries and aquaculture, thus promoting the achievement of the FAO Four
n A Betters. AdriaMed also aims at promoting scientific and institutional cooperation among
enN Ag,

participating countries as a baseline for discussion toward the development of sustainable

Records were created using the . .
‘V aquaculture and fisheries.

OpenASFA application. OpenASFA
is the system used by ASFA’s

international partners to create, . ) . S
share and publish bibliographic The cooperation between AdriaMed Programme and ASFA in the frameworks of an ad-hoc initiative

aqLZ‘;g‘;ii;er'@teeS‘f' fa.al %ngﬁ\ngA, | = to evaluate research trends in Adriatic countries in the past 25 years (1999 —2024) and to _
records were shared with ProQuest f ¥ understand the evolution of collaborative practices, resulted in creation of the OpenASFA collection
e i A e of marine and aquaculture research in the Adriatic Sea. The collection is built of relevant resources
' identified from ASFA, Web of Science and Croatian Research Information System (CRORIS)
T e— databases and comprises 1,281 records which are openly searchable on the FAO Fisheries and
e——— Auaculture website and to subscribers of the ASFA database, hosted by ProQuest. Of these 1,281
records, 635 (50%) are grey literature (dissertations and theses, conference proceedings, project
reports, nationally published Open Access journals).

The poster presents the collection of records and highlights the collaborative practices of authors in
the region.
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Analysis of the collection revealed increased collaboration among authors and countries in the Adriatic region.
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Number of authors per publication, by publication year ~ An aim of the ASFA-AdriaMed initiative was to assess trends in Number of author affiliation countries per record by year of
collaboration over the course of the AdriaMed programme. The publication
total number of authors and the number of authors per
publication have increased since 1999, with the number of
publications with 6 or more authors growing steadily since 2012.

Each record was analysed for the number of countries authors
were affiliated to. This showed similar trends in increasing
number of authors, with the number records with three or more
countries represented increasing since the AdriaMed programme
started in 1999. A difference can be seen from the beginnings of
the programme: from 1999-2013, only 8 records featured authors
affiliated to more than three different countries (one per cent);
however from 2014-2024, 212 records (18 per cent) featured
authors from more than three different countries.
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Use of controlled vocabularies to increase the fundability of records
The OpenASFA application uses four controlled vocabularies to assign keywords, namely: the ASFA thesaurus, Marine Regions, GeoNames and WoRMS (World Register of Marine Species). Assigning keywords
from controlled vocabularies enables precise retrievals on information systems and increases the findability, which is particularly important for the grey literature recorded as part of this project. A total of 101,119
keywords were assigned to the 12821 records, meaning each record had an average of 8 keywords per record. Of these 101 119 keywords, 1,900 were unique values. The top ten subject, taxonomic and
geographic keywords are presented below.
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Next steps

1 ASFA and AdriaMed will continue to build this collection,
ASFA- Adri Al 1 ¢ | with the aim to locate specialised collections of underutilised
flshéﬂe ‘g 3"‘ g pr n t egion, research on the Adriatic Sea. Material from before the

approxime available as Grey AdriaMed programme (i.e. pre-1999) will also be considered.
Literature. Collaboration among authors and countries is Whilst ASFA has partners and collaborating centres in
Increasing, which is essential in managing shared marine Croatia and Montenegro, no centre from Bosnia and '
resources and an environment that does not respect Herzegovina, ltaly or Slovenia is active in ASFA. Recruiting |
geographic or political boundaries. ASFA partners from these countries will improve geographic
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