
Tackling the metadata challenge of funding 
attribution for grey literature resources
Serena Danssen, Information Specialist

Margo Hilbrecht, Executive Director

Varying funding language: Funding and authorship 
acknowledgements differ across resource types

Multiple layers of contribution: Some resources 
were fully produced and funded by RC/W, others 
had mixed authorship and were federally funded, or 
partially funded by RC/W but not produced by RC/W

Metadata limitations: Existing funding statement 
wording in the Resource Centre did not capture 
complex funding scenarios

Relationships between funders and authors can be 
complex; standardized metadata helps make these 
relationships clearer

RC/W is mapping their resources to funding 
statements – consistent metadata practices

Future work includes expanding and refining these 
funding statements and applying them to a wider 
range of grey literature

Corresponding author:

Serena Danssen, 
Information Specialist

The Vanier Institute of the Family

sdanssen@vanierinstitute.ca

Vanier Institute of the Family (Vanier): 
A national think tank committed to enhancing 
family wellbeing in Canada by making information 
openly accessible and actionable 

Reimagining Care/Work Policies (RC/W): 
A research program focused on interconnected 
policies of childcare, parental leave, and employ-
ment, and federally funded by the Social Sciences 
and Humanities Research Council of Canada (SSHRC)

Collaboration: Vanier will catalogue and host 
RC/W resources in their Resource Centre to 
enhance impact and accessibility

Challenge: describing funding/authorship 
relationships in resource metadata

Our collaboration

Government requirements: Metadata must reflect 
how federal grants supported the work

Accurate metadata:  Linking funders and authors 
enhances transparency, attribution, and compliance

Knowledge mobilization: Funding metadata helps 
researchers, policymakers, and the public discover, 
cite, and share the work

Analysed outputs: 
Vanier identified five types of grey literature from 
RC/W and examined how funding and authorship 
were represented

Identified key relationships: 
Collaborated to identify three common relationships 
between authorship and funding across the resources

Developed funding statements: 
Vanier drafted wording to describe the relationships. 
We collaborated to refine the language and confirm 
alignment with SSHRC requirements
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Why this work matters

Our approach

Funding metadata

Challenges we encountered
Reflections & next steps

Fully Produced and Funded by RC/W: 

“This resource is produced by 
Reimagining Care/Work Policies.”

Partially Funded, Partially Produced by RC/W:  

“This resource is partially funded and partially 
produced by Reimagining Care/Work Policies.” 

Government Funded, Authored by RC/W:

“This resource is funded by Employment 
and Social Development Canada and authored 
by members of Reimagining Care/Work Policies.” 

Explore the 
Vanier Institute 

Resource Centre

Resource example
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