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Semantic interoperability is central
to MOD, enabling the integration of
heterogeneous archaeological data,
including grey literature. Initially
structured with Dublin Core, MOD is
now migrating to the AOCat ontology
developed within the Ariadne
infrastructure. This transition enriches
both datasets and grey literature with
standardized, context-aware
metadata, improving linkage,
discovery, and comparative analysis.
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The MOD archive hosts a remarkable
body of heterogeneous archaeological
grey literature—including reports,
surveys, 3D models, vector files, and
spatial data—closely linked to the
primary research datasets. Uniquely,
each content type, including the grey
literature itself, is assigned a DOI. This
structure ensures traceability and long-
term preservation, offering an
unprecedented framework for the reuse
of complex archaeological data and its
related unpublished literature.

Heterogeneous Content

Semantic Interoperability

The MOD project is a groundbreaking
initiative in Italian archaeology,
providing open access to previously
restricted data, such as unpublished
documentation, reports and surveys. It’s
the first portal to host grey
archaeological literature in an open
access, freely downloadable, and
FAIR-compliant format, making
invaluable resources accessible to all.

Built on Fedora Commons, the system
ensures long-term preservation,
efficient metadata management, and
integration of diverse data types.
Hosted at the University of Pisa, MOD
supports advanced search and data
aggregation, fostering interdisciplinary
collaboration and innovative analyses,
crucial for advancing research in
archaeology and heritage protection.
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Open Data Repository

MOD is an open data repository
providing access to archaeological
datasets, reports and grey literature
under open licenses (CC-BY, CC-BY-
SA) ensuring discoverability,
accessibility, interoperability, and
reusability in line with FAIR principles.
By assigning DOIs, it guarantees
permanent citation and long-term
accessibility, fostering collaboration
and promoting knowledge
dissemination according to
international open data standards.
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