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The Challenge
Archaeological grey literature—such as excavation reports, site plans, multimedia documentation, and surveys—contains 
essential data for research and heritage management. Yet much of this material remains unpublished, poorly catalogued, or 
entirely inaccessible. The National Geoportal for Archaeology is addressing this gap by developing Italy’s central hub for 
collecting and sharing online data from archaeological investigations across the country. It is paramount to develop innovative 
solutions that facilitate the collection and publication of comprehensive information objects representing excavation projects.
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The Dataset for the Italian National Geoportal for Archaeology 

The Underlying Technology: The D4Science Geoportal Platform  

D4GNA is dedicated web-based service integrated into a Virtual Research Environment to support the publication, collection, 
curation, and dissemination of comprehensive, structured, and multimedia georeferenced objects of excavation 
projects. It serves as a central hub for archaeological investigations conducted in Italy and Italian archaeological missions 
abroad and is fully integrated within the National Geoportal for Archaeology.
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The D4Science Geoportal Platform is an open-source, configurable web-based framework that supports the publication, 
collection, curation, and dissemination of comprehensive, structured, and multimedia georeferenced objects, all 
compliant with community-defined information models. 
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● 1,200+ excavation projects
● 8,450+ geographic layers (e.g. 

investigation areas, post-excavation 
site plans)

● 4,270+ visual resources including 
photographs, surveys, and graphic 
documentation

● thousands of scientific reports offering 
detailed textual insights essential for 
research and technical understanding

● 400K+ dataset downloads and a 
global reach spanning 25 countries 
and 218 cities in 2024 alone
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