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Meaningful scientific progress depends as much on organising and sharing knowledge as on
producing it, which makes research information systems essential. In Croatia, this need is
addressed by the Croatian Research Information System (CroRIS), a national digital infrastructure
designed to collect, structure, and provide access to a broad range of research-related data.
Developed under the strategic project “Scientific and Technological Foresight” by the Ministry of
Science and Education and co-funded by the European Regional Development Fund, CroRIS plays a
key role in supporting the Croatian research ecosystem. CroRIS was developed in partnership with
the University of Zagreb University Computing Centre (Srce). In 2021, the Ruder BosSkovic¢ Institute
(RBI) formally joined the project, with its Centre for Scientific Information taking an active role in
system development and user support on all levels.

CroRIS aims to provide comprehensive, complete and accurate data on Croatian research
information. The system currently consists of several interconnected modules: Ministry Registers,
Persons, Projects, Equipment and Services, Institutions, Croatian Scientific Bibliography (CROSBI),
Journals, Events, Patents and Products and Reports. Each module focuses on a specific aspect of
the research ecosystem, but they are fully interconnected, enabling users to easily navigate from,
for example, a researcher’s profile to their published works, affiliated institutions, related projects
etc. (Kongié et al., 2024.).

There are several user roles within the system: user (researcher), CroRIS coordinator, module
editors, administrators. Researchers are the primary data providers, responsible for entering their
own publication and project data, while editors are responsible for authenticity by editing and
verifying the records assigned to their institutions. CroRIS Coordinators are appointed by research
organisations or higher education institutions to oversee data quality and assignh responsibilities.
Administrators handle module-specific maintenance, while Super Administrators coordinate
activities across the entire system (Mayer, Konjevi¢, 2024).

One of the most significant and complex components of CroRIS is the CROSBI module, which
comprises bibliographic data on scientific and professional publications by researchers from the
science and higher education system of the Republic of Croatia. The first version of CROSBI was
created back in 1997, developed and maintained by the Centre for Scientific Information of Ruder
BoSkovi¢ Institute. In July 2023 CROSBI was fully migrated and integrated into Croatian Research
Information System CroRIS as one of the several modules.
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Publications are dispersed into different publication types: books, book chapters, journal articles,
conference papers, theses, and other papers. The Other papers category includes a variety of
publications that don't fit into any other category, of which many belong to the grey literature.

Journal articles and conference papers are the most common type of publications in the module
CROSBI, followed by dissertations and theses.

Figure 1: Types of publications in CroRIS module CROSBI

Books in CROSBI are further categorized as authored or edited, with conference proceedings being
the most prevalent among edited books, followed by scientific monographs and abstract books.

Figure 2: Edited books
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The Other papers category includes a variety of publications, with the largest sub-group labeled
other (e.g., videos, unpublished works, costume designs). Other notable types include professional
studies, popular papers, encyclopedia, dictionary or lexicon entry, reports, and other
papers/articles. This wide array of formats reflects the evolving nature of scholarly communication,
which increasingly embraces non-traditional media and grey literature, which is important for
disciplines like the arts, social sciences, and applied research.

Figure 3. The Other papers category

The CROSBI module within CroRIS actively promotes open science in several ways, such as linking
to open access publications, providing information on article processing charges (APCs), and
providing comprehensive, standardized publication metadata. Built on the CERIF (Common
European Research Information Format) data model, CroRIS ensures seamless interoperability with
major research infrastructures such as the European Open Science Cloud (EOSC) and others.
Ongoing development efforts are focused on expanding interoperability, including integration with
the DABAR system (Digital Academic Archives and Repositories), OpenAlRE, and the incorporation
of metadata from Data Management Plans (DMPs). These enhancements support the findability,
accessibility, interoperability, and reusability (FAIR) of research outputs, aligning the system closely
with open science principles and European policy frameworks.
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As the Croatian research system continues to grow in complexity, the integration and organization
of research data become even more critical. The CROSBI module not only serves as a bibliographic
database but also as a dynamic mirror of Croatian academic output. While CROSBI primarily
provides information on publications such as journal articles, books, and book chapters, it also
includes a wide range of other publication types. It accommodates everything from peer-reviewed
articles to creative expressions, tracing the full arc of contributions, from “initial doodles” to “final
discoveries”, making it a valuable and comprehensive resource for discovering literature that might
otherwise remain difficult to find.
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